
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

In Re:  Oil Spill by the Oil Rig “Deepwater 

Horizon” in the Gulf of Mexico, on 

April 20, 2010 

 

 

 

*

*

*

*

*

*

* 

*

* 

* 

MDL NO. 2179 

 

SECTION: J 

 

 

HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 

 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 

 

 

Plaisance, et al., individually  

and on behalf of the Medical 

Benefits Settlement Class, 

 

  Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

BP Exploration & Production Inc., et al.,  

 

  Defendants. 

 

*

*

*

*

*

*

* 

*

* 

* 

* 

* 

NO. 12-CV-968 

 

SECTION: J 

 

 

HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 

 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF JOINT FILING OF THE DECLARATIONS 

OF CAMERON R. AZARI; JOHN C. COFFEE, JR; 

MATTHEW GARRETSON; AND BERNARD D. GOLDSTEIN 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Medical Benefits Class Representatives, BP 

Exploration & Production Inc., and BP America Production Company hereby jointly file into the 

record the supplemental declarations of Cameron R. Azari; John C. Coffee, Jr.; Matthew 

Garretson; and Bernard D. Goldstein.  These declarations are attached as, respectively, Exhibits 

1, 2, 3, and 4 to this filing. 
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October 22, 2012 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

/s/ Stephen J. Herman     

Stephen J. Herman, La. Bar No. 23129 

HERMAN HERMAN KATZ & COTLAR 

LLP 

820 O’Keefe Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 

Telephone: (504) 581-4892 

Fax No. (504) 569-6024 

E-Mail: sherman@hhkc.com 

 

 

/s/ James Parkerson Roy    

James Parkerson Roy, La. Bar No. 11511 

DOMENGEAUX WRIGHT ROY & 

EDWARDS LLC 

556 Jefferson Street, Suite 500 

Lafayette, Louisiana 70501 

Telephone: (337) 233-3033 

Fax No. (337) 233-2796 

E-Mail: jimr@wrightroy.com 

 

Medical Benefits Class Counsel and Lead 

Class Counsel 

Medical Benefits Class Counsel and Lead 

Class Counsel 

 

MEDICAL BENEFITS CLASS COUNSEL 

 

 

Joseph F. Rice 

MOTLEY RICE LLC 

28 Bridgeside Blvd. 

Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 

Office:  (843) 216-9159 

Telefax: (843) 216-9290 

E-Mail:  jrice@motleyrice.com 

 

Conrad S.P. “Duke” Williams 

WILLIAMS LAW GROUP 

435 Corporate Drive, Suite 101 

Maison Grand Caillou 

Houma, LA 70360 

Office:  (985) 876-7595 

Telefax: (985) 876-7594 

E-Mail:  duke@williamslawgroup.org 

 

Brian H. Barr  

LEVIN, PAPANTONIO, THOMAS, 

MITCHELL, ECHSNER & PROCTOR, PA  

316 South Baylen St., Suite 600  

Pensacola, FL 32502-5996  

Office:  (850) 435-7045  

Telefax: (850) 436-6187 

E-Mail: bbarr@levinlaw.com 

 

Robin L. Greenwald  

WEITZ & LUXENBERG, PC 

700 Broadway 

New York, NY  10003 

Office:  (212) 558-5802 

Telefax: (212) 344-5461 

E-Mail:  rgreenwald@weitzlux.com 
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Jeffrey A. Breit  

BREIT DRESCHER IMPREVENTO & 

WALKER, P.C. 

999 Waterside Drive, Suite 1000   

Norfolk, VA 23510 

Office:  (757) 670-3888 

Telefax: (757) 670-3895 

E-Mail: jbreit@bdbmail.com   

 

Rhon E. Jones  

BEASLEY, ALLEN, CROW, METHVIN, 

PORTIS & MILES, P. C.  

218 Commerce St., P.O. Box 4160 

Montgomery, AL 36104 

Office:  (334) 269-2343  

Telefax: (334) 954-7555 

E-Mail:  rhon.jones@beasleyallen.com 

 

Elizabeth J. Cabraser  

LIEFF, CABRASER, HEIMANN &  

BERNSTEIN, LLP 

275 Battery Street, 29th Floor 

San Francisco, CA  94111-3339 

Office:  (415) 956-1000 

Telefax: (415) 956-1008 

E-Mail:  ecabraser@lchb.com  

 

Matthew E. Lundy  

LUNDY, LUNDY, SOILEAU & SOUTH, 

LLP 

501 Broad Street 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 

Office:  (337) 439-0707 

Telefax: (337) 439-1029 

E-Mail:  mlundy@lundylawllp.com 

Philip F. Cossich, Jr.  

COSSICH, SUMICH, PARSIOLA & 

TAYLOR 

8397 Highway 23, Suite 100 

Belle Chasse, LA  70037 

Office:  (504) 394-9000  

Telefax: (504) 394-9110 

E-Mail:  pcossich@cossichlaw.com  

 

Michael C. Palmintier  

deGRAVELLES, PALMINTIER,  

HOLTHAUS & FRUGE’ 

618 Main Street 

Baton Rouge, LA  70801-1910 

Office:  (225) 344-3735 

Telefax: (225) 344-0522 

E-Mail:  mpalmintier@dphf-law.com  

Robert T. Cunningham  

CUNNINGHAM BOUNDS, LLC 

1601 Dauphin Street, P. O. Box 66705 

Mobile, AL  36660 

Office:  (251) 471-6191 

Telefax: (251) 479-1031 

E-Mail:  rtc@cunninghambounds.com 

 

Paul M. Sterbcow  

LEWIS, KULLMAN, STERBCOW & 

ABRAMSON 

601 Poydras Street, Suite 2615 

New Orleans, LA  70130 

Office:  (504) 588-1500 

Telefax:  (504) 588-1514 

E-Mail:  sterbcow@lksalaw.com 

 

Alphonso Michael “Mike” Espy  

MORGAN & MORGAN, P.A. 

188 East Capitol Street, Suite 777 

Jackson, MS 39201 

Office: (601) 949-3388 

Telefax: (601) 949-3399 

E-Mail:  mike@mikespy.com 

 

Scott Summy  

BARON & BUDD, P.C. 

3102 Oak Lawn Avenue, Suite 1100 

Dallas, TX  75219 

Office:  (214) 521-3605 

Telefax: (214) 599-1172 

E-Mail:  ssummy@baronbudd.com 
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Calvin C. Fayard, Jr.  

FAYARD & HONEYCUTT 

519 Florida Avenue, SW 

Denham Springs, LA  70726 

Office:  (225) 664-4193 

Telefax: (225) 664-6925 

E-Mail:  calvinfayard@fayardlaw.com 

 

Mikal C. Watts 

WATTS GUERRA CRAFT, LLP 

Four Dominion Drive, Building 3, Suite 100 

San Antonio, TX 78257 

Office: (210) 447-0500 

Telefax: (210) 447-0501 

E-Mail:  mcwatts@wgclawfirm.com 

Ervin A. Gonzalez  

COLSON HICKS EIDSON 

255 Alhambra Circle, Penthouse 

Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Office: (305) 476-7400 

Telefax: (305) 476-7444 

E-Mail:  ervin@colson.com 
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James J. Neath 

Mark Holstein 

BP AMERICA INC. 

501 Westlake Park Boulevard  

Houston, TX  77079 

Telephone:  (281) 366-2000 

Telefax:  (312) 862-2200 

 

Ellen K. Reisman 

ARNOLD & PORTER LLP 

777 South Figueroa Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90017-5844  

 

James P. Joseph 

Ethan P. Greene 

ARNOLD & PORTER LLP 

555 Twelfth Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20004-1206  

 

Of Counsel 

 

/s/ Richard C. Godfrey, P.C.  .  

Richard C. Godfrey, P.C. 

J. Andrew Langan, P.C. 

Andrew B. Bloomer, P.C. 

Elizabeth A. Larsen 

KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP 

300 North LaSalle Street 

Chicago, IL  60654 

 

/s/ Don K. Haycraft  .   

Don K. Haycraft (Bar #14361) 

R. Keith Jarrett (Bar #16984) 

LISKOW & LEWIS 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70139 

Telephone:  (504) 581-7979 

Telefax:  (504) 556-4108 

 

Robert C. “Mike” Brock 

COVINGTON & BURLING LLP 

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20004 

Telephone:  (202) 662-5985 

Telefax:  (202) 662-6291 

 

 

 

ATTORNEYS FOR BP EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC. 

AND BP AMERICA PRODUCTION COMPANY 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

  I hereby certify that the above and foregoing pleading has been served on All Counsel by 

electronically uploading the same to Lexis Nexis File & Serve in accordance with Pretrial Order 

No. 12, and that the foregoing was electronically filed with the Clerk of Court of the United 

States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana by using the CM/ECF System, which 

will send a notice of electronic filing in accordance with the procedures established in MDL 

2179, on this 22nd day of October, 2012. 

 

/s/ Don K. Haycraft    
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

In Re:  Oil Spill by the Oil Rig “Deepwater 
Horizon” in the Gulf of Mexico, on April 
20, 2010 

 
 

 

*
*
*
*
*
*
* 
*
* 
* 
* 

MDL No. 2179 
 
SECTION: J 
 
 
HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 

 

 
Plaisance, et al., individually  
and on behalf of the putative Medical 
Benefits Settlement Class, 
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
BP Exploration & Production Inc.;  
et al.,  
 
  Defendants. 
 

*
*
*
*
*
*
* 
*
* 
* 
* 
*
* 
* 

 
No. 12-968 
 
SECTION: J 
 
 
HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 
 

 

 
 
JOINT SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF CAMERON R. AZARI, ESQ. ON 

IMPLEMENTATION AND ADEQUACY OF MEDICAL BENEFITS 
SETTLEMENT NOTICE PLAN 

 

I, CAMERON R. AZARI, ESQ., hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. My name is Cameron R. Azari, Esq.  I am over the age of twenty-one and I 

have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and I believe them to be true and 

correct.   
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2. I am a nationally-recognized expert in the field of legal notice, and I have 

served as a media expert in dozens of federal and state cases involving class action notice 

plans.  

3. I am the Director of Legal Notice for Hilsoft Notifications, a firm that 

specializes in designing, developing, analyzing and implementing large-scale, un-biased, 

legal notification plans.  I previously submitted three declarations in this matter 

(Declaration of Cameron R. Azari, Esq. on Medical Benefits Settlement Notices and 

Notice Plan, dated April 17, 2012 (Docket Entry 6267, Exhibit 1), Supplemental 

Declaration of Cameron R. Azari, Esq. on Revised Medical Benefits Settlement Notices 

dated May 1, 2012 (Docket Entry 6399, Ex. B) and Joint Declaration of Cameron R. 

Azari, Esq. on Implementation and Adequacy of Medical Benefits Settlement Notice Plan 

dated August 13, 2012 (Docket Entry 7110-1, Ex. A).) 

4. The facts in this Declaration are based on what I personally know, as well as 

information generated and provided to me in the ordinary course of business by my 

colleagues at Hilsoft Notifications as well as the Garretson Firm Resolution Group, Inc. 

(“GRG”), the Court-appointed Settlement Administrator for the Medical Benefits Class 

Action Settlement. 

Overview 

5. This Declaration will report on the events related to notice that have 

occurred since the submission of my Joint Declaration of Cameron R. Azari, Esq. on 

Implementation and Adequacy of Medical Benefits Settlement Notice Plan (“Declaration 

on Implementation”) of August 13, 2012.  I note, based on my review of the objections to 
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the Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement, that there appear to be no objections to the 

Notice Program. 

6. As previously reported, the Medical Benefits Settlement Notice Program, as 

implemented, reached an estimated 95% of adults aged 18+ in the identified DMAs1 

covering the Gulf Coast Areas an average of 10.3 times each, and an estimated 83% of all 

U.S. adults aged 18+ an average of 4.0 times each.2  Nothing has occurred since my most 

recent Declaration to change my assessment of the impressive performance of the Notice 

Program.  The Notice Program surpassed other notice programs we have designed, that 

have been court-approved, and that we have implemented for purposes of settlement. The 

Notice Program was the best notice practicable under the circumstances of this case, 

conforming to all aspects of Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23. 

Supplement to CAFA Notice 

7. On August 27, 2012, at the direction of counsel for BP, Hilsoft Notifications 

sent by certified mail a notice packet to supplement previously-provided CAFA notice to 

57 federal and state officials, including the Attorney General of the United States, the 

Attorneys General of each of the 50 states and the District of Columbia and the Attorneys 

General of the U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, American 

                                                 
1 DMA or “Designated Market Area” is a term used by Nielsen Media Research to identify an exclusive 
geographic area of counties/parishes in which the home market television stations hold a dominance of total 
hours viewed.  There are 210 DMAs in the U.S. 
2 Reach is defined as the percentage of a class exposed to notice, net of any duplication among people who 
may have been exposed more than once.  Notice exposure is defined as the opportunity to see a notice.  The 
average frequency of notice exposure is the average number of times that those reached by a notice would 
be exposed to the notice. 
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Samoa, the Virgin Islands and Guam.3  A list of these officials and the date that each 

notice was mailed is included as Attachment 1.    

8. The Supplemental CAFA notice packet included a cover letter that provided 

updated information about the Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement Agreement 

(including the extended Opt-Out Deadline of November 1, 2012) and reminded recipients 

of the website address for the Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) 

system, where court filings regarding the Settlement and MDL 2179 could be accessed.  

The cover letter was accompanied by a CD that included:  

• Amended Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement Agreement (with all 
exhibits), filed with the Court on May 3, 2012;  

• Other written judicial opinions relating to the Medical Benefits Class 
Action Settlement that were filed in MDL 2179 since the filing of the 
settlement agreement,  between April 19, 2012 and August 24, 2012, as 
well as the Order Extending the Exclusion (Opt-Out) Deadlines for the 
Deepwater Horizon Economic and Property Damages Settlement 
Agreement and the Deepwater Horizon Medical Benefits Class Action 
Settlement Agreement; 

• The parties’ motions seeking final approval of the Medical Benefits Class 
Action Settlement, with exhibits and supporting papers,  

• Individual complaints that have been consolidated (or are in the process of 
being consolidated) into MDL 2179 since the filing of the settlement 
agreement; and 

• Copies of any final judgment or notice of dismissal entered in MDL 2179 
since the filing of the settlement agreement. 

A sample of the cover letter to the Supplemental CAFA notice packet is included as 
Attachment 2. 

 

                                                 
3 On April 26, 2012, within the 10-day period required by the federal Class Action Fairness Act of 2005 
(CAFA), 28 U.S.C. § 1715, Hilsoft Notifications sent the initial CAFA notice packet by certified mail to 
the same 57 federal and state officials. 
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Individual Notice Update 

9. For all potential Medical Benefits Settlement Class Members, GRG has also 

continued the process of re-mailing any Notice Packets to addresses that were corrected 

through the USPS or found via additional public record research.  Notice Packets also 

continue to be mailed by GRG to anyone who requests one.   

Informational Settlement Website Updates 

10. Since the filing of my Declaration on Implementation on August 13, 2012 

several updates have been made to the www.DeepwaterHorizonSettlements.com 

informational website to reflect Orders issued by the Court.  They are as follows: 
 

• On August 28, 2012, to conform to the Court’s August 27, 2012 Order 
extending the Opt-Out deadline from October 1, 2012 to November 1, 
2012, the deadline was changed throughout the informational website in 
all three languages, including edits in the appropriate sections of the 
Detailed Notice PDF files posted on the website.  The link to the Detailed 
Notice PDF file was changed to read, “Detailed Notice (updated August 
28, 2012).”  GRG was also immediately made aware of the extended 
deadline and asked to make the appropriate edits to the Medical Benefits 
Settlement claims administration website. 

• On August 31, 2012, to conform to the Court’s Order issued that day 
extending the Objection deadline to September 7, 2012, the deadline was 
changed throughout the informational website in all three languages, 
including edits in the appropriate sections of the Detailed Notice PDF files 
posted on the website.  Also, prominently on the website homepage, a 
sentence was added reading, “August 31, 2012 Update: Objection 
deadlines have been extended to September 7, 2012 by Order of the 
Court.”  The sentence linked to a PDF file of the Court’s Order extending 
the deadline.  The document was also provided to GRG for posting on the 
Medical Benefits Settlement claims administration website. 

11. Hilsoft will continue to update the informational notice website as ordered 

by the Court and/or directed by the parties.  The informational notice website will thus 
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Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Settlement Attorneys General Mailing List October 22, 2012

First Name MI Last Name Title Address1 Address2 Address3 City ST Zip Code Shipped Date
Michael Geraghty Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 123 4th Street 6th Floor Juneau AK 99801 August 27, 2012
Luther Strange Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 501 Washington Avenue Montgomery AL 36130 August 27, 2012
Dustin McDaniel Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 200 Tower Building 323 Center St., Suite 200 Little Rock AR 72201-2610 August 27, 2012
Tom Horne Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Department of Law 1275 W. Washington St. Phoenix AZ 85007 August 27, 2012
CAFA Coordinator Office of The Attorney General Consumer Law Section 110 West "A" Street Suite 1100 San Diego CA 92186-5266 August 27, 2012
John Suthers Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 1525 Sherman St. 5th Floor Denver CO 80203 August 27, 2012
George Jepsen Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 55 Elm Street Hartford CT 06141 August 27, 2012
Irvin Nathan Attorney General Office of the Attorney General John A. Wilson Building 441 4th Street NW Washington DC 20001 August 27, 2012
Joseph R. Biden III Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Carvel State Office Building 820 North French St. Wilmington DE 19801 August 27, 2012
Pam Bondi Attorney General Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Settlement State of Florida The Capitol, PL 01 Tallahassee FL 32399-1050 August 27, 2012
Sam Olens Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 40 Capitol Square, SW Atlanta GA 30334-1300 August 27, 2012
David Louie Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 425 Queen Street Honolulu HI 96813 August 27, 2012
Thomas J. Miller Attorney General Iowa Attorney General Hoover Office Building, 2nd Floor 1305 E. Walnut Street Des Moines IA 50319 August 27, 2012
Lawrence G. Wasden Attorney General Statehouse Office of the Attorney General 700 W. Jefferson Street Boise ID 83720 August 27, 2012
Lisa Madigan Attorney General Office of the Attorney General James R. Thompson Center 100 W. Randolph St. ,13th Floor Chicago IL 60601 August 27, 2012
Greg Zoeller Attorney General Office of the Indiana Attorney General Indiana Government Center South, 5th Floor 302 West Washington Street Indianapolis IN 46204 August 27, 2012
Derek Schmidt Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 120 S. W. 10th Street, 2nd Floor Topeka KS 66612-1597 August 27, 2012
Jack Conway Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Capitol, Suite 118 700 Capitol Avenue Frankfort KY 40601-3449 August 27, 2012
James D. Caldwell Attorney General Department of Justice 1885 North 3rd St. 6th Floor Baton Rouge LA 70802 August 27, 2012
Martha Coakley Attorney General Office of the Attorney General McCormack Buliding One Ashburton Place Boston MA 02108-1698 August 27, 2012
Douglas F. Gansler Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 200 Saint Paul Place Baltimore MD 21202-2202 August 27, 2012
William J. Schneider Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 6 State House Station Augusta ME 04333 August 27, 2012
Bill Schuette Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 525 West Ottawa Street Lansing MI 48909 August 27, 2012
Lori Swanson Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Capitol Suite 102 St. Paul MN 55155 August 27, 2012
Chris Koster Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Supreme Court Building 207 W. High Street Jefferson City MO 65101 August 27, 2012
Jim Hood Attorney General Department of Justice Walter Sillers Building 550 High Street, Suite 1200 Jackson MS 39201 August 27, 2012
Steven Bullock Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Montana Department of Justice 215 N. Sanders Street, 3rd Floor Helena MT 59620-1401 August 27, 2012
Roy Cooper Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Department of Justice 9001 Mail Service Center Raleigh NC 27699 August 27, 2012
Wayne Stenehjem Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Capitol 600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept 125 Bismarck ND 58505-0040 August 27, 2012
Jon Bruning Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Capitol 2115 State Capitol Lincoln NE 68509 August 27, 2012
Michael Delaney Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State House Annex 33 Capitol St. Concord NH 03301-6397 August 27, 2012
Jeffrey S. Chiesa Attorney General Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 25 W. Market Street Trenton NJ 08625 August 27, 2012
Gary King Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 408 Galisteo Street Villagra Building Santa Fe NM 87501 August 27, 2012
Catherine Cortez Masto Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Old Supreme Court Building 100 N. Carson Street Carson City NV 89701 August 27, 2012
Eric Schneiderman Attorney General Department of Law The Capitol, 2nd Floor Albany NY 12224-0341 August 27, 2012
Mike Dewine Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Office Tower 30 E. Broad Street, 17th Floor Columbus OH 43266-0410 August 27, 2012
Scott Pruitt Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 313 NE 21st Street Oklahoma City OK 73105 August 27, 2012
Ellen F. Rosenblum Attorney General Office of the Attorney General Justice Building 1162 Court St., NE Salem OR 97301 August 27, 2012
Linda L. Kelly Appointed Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 1600 Strawberry Square 16th Floor Harrisburg PA 17120 August 27, 2012
Peter Kilmartin Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 150 South Main Street Providence RI 02903 August 27, 2012
Alan Wilson Attorney General Rembert C. Dennis Office Bldg. Rembert C. Dennis Office Building 1000 Assembly Street, Rm 519 Columbia SC 29201 August 27, 2012
Marty J. Jackley Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 1302 East Highway 14, Suite 1 Pierre SD 57501-8501 August 27, 2012
Robert E. Cooper, Jr. Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 425 5th Avenue North Nashville TN 37243 August 27, 2012
Greg Abbott Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 300 W. 15th Street Austin TX 78701 August 27, 2012
Mark L. Shurtleff Attorney General Office of the Attorney General State Capitol, Room 236 Salt Lake City UT 84114-0810 August 27, 2012
Ken Cuccinelli Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 900 E. Main Street Richmond VA 23219 August 27, 2012
William H. Sorrell Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 109 State Street Montpelier VT 05609-1001 August 27, 2012
Robert McKenna Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 1125 Washington Street, SE Olympia WA 98504 August 27, 2012
J.B. Van Hollen Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 114 East State Capitol Madison WI 53707-7857 August 27, 2012
Darrell V. McGraw Jr. Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 1900 Kanawha Blvd., E. Room 26E Charleston WV 25305-9924 August 27, 2012
Greg Phillips Attorney General Office of the Attorney General 123 Capitol Building 200 West 24th Street Cheyenne WY 82002 August 27, 2012
Eric H. Holder, Jr. Federal Attorney General US Department of Justice 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Washington D.C. 20530-0001 August 27, 2012
Fepulea'i A. Ripley, Jr. Attorney General American Samoa Gov't Exec Office Building Utulei, Territory of American Somoa Pago Pago AS 96799 August 27, 2012
Lenny Rapadas Attorney General 287 West O'Brien Drive Hagatna Guam 96910 August 27, 2012
Edward T. Buckingham Attorney General Administration Building P.O. Box 10007 Saipan MP 96950-8907 August 27, 2012
Guillermo Somoza-Colombani Attorney General GPO Box 902192 San Juan PR 00902-0192 August 27, 2012
Vincent Frazer Attorney General Department of Justice G.E.R.S. Complex 488-50C Kronprinsdens Gade St. Thomas VI 802 August 27, 2012
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Notice Administrator for U.S. District Court 
 
 
Eric H. Holder, Jr. 
Attorney General of the United States 
United States Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
 
On or about April 26, 2012, Notice of a proposed class-action settlement -- the “Medical 
Benefits Class Action Settlement” -- was provided to you as required by the Class Action 
Fairness Act (“CAFA Notice”).   See 28 U.S.C. § 1715(b).  As a courtesy, we are providing you 
with the following additional information and materials related to the proposed Medical Benefits 
Class Action Settlement that have become available since the CAFA Notice was sent: 
 

• Case:  In Re: Oil Spill by the Oil Rig “Deepwater Horizon” in the Gulf of Mexico, on 
April 20, 2010, MDL No. 2179-CJB-SS. 

• Court:  The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana (Honorable 
Carl J. Barbier). 

• Defendants:  Defendants BP Exploration & Production Inc. and BP America Production 
Company (together, “BP”) are parties to the proposed settlement.   

• Judicial Hearings Scheduled:  The proposed Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement 
was preliminarily approved by the Court on May 2, 2012.  A hearing on the request to 
certify the Settlement Class and to give final approval to the settlement has been 
scheduled by the Court for Wednesday, November 8, 2012, at the U.S. District Court, 
500 Poydras Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, 70130.  At the time of the hearing, these 
matters may be continued without further notice.   

• Change to Opt-Out Deadline:  Please be advised that by Order of the Court, and as 
reflected on the settlement website (www.deepwaterhorizonsettlements.com), the 
deadline for class members to exclude themselves (“opt out”) of the Medical Benefits 
Class Action Settlement has been extended to November 1, 2012.  No other deadlines 
have changed.  However, the settlement website 
(www.deepwaterhorizonsettlements.com) and the Public Access to Court Electronic 
Records (“PACER”) system (http://www.pacer.gov/) should be regularly consulted for 
further updates regarding the settlement.   

• Documents Enclosed:  As a supplement to the materials previously provided to you, 
copies of the following documents are provided as a courtesy on the enclosed CD-ROM 
disk in Adobe Acrobat PDF format.  
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o Amended Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement Agreement (with all 
exhibits), filed with the Court on May 3, 2012;  

o Other written judicial opinions relating to the Medical Benefits Class Action 
Settlement that were filed in MDL 2179 since the filing of the settlement 
agreement on April 19, 2012, through August 24, 2012, as well as the Order 
Extending the Exclusion (Opt-Out) Deadlines for the Deepwater Horizon Economic 
and Property Damages Settlement Agreement and the Deepwater Horizon Medical 
Benefits Class Action Settlement Agreement, issued August 27, 2012; 

o The parties’ motions seeking final approval of the Medical Benefits Class Action 
Settlement, with exhibits and supporting papers;   

o Individual complaints that have been consolidated (or are in the process of being 
consolidated) into MDL 2179 since the filing of the settlement agreement on 
April 19, 2012, through August 24, 2012; and 

o Copies of any final judgment or notice of dismissal entered in MDL 2179 since 
the filing of the settlement agreement on April 19, 2012, through August 24, 
2012. 

To the extent you are interested in learning about materials related to this settlement that may be 
filed in the future, the Public Access to Court Electronic Records (“PACER”) system 
(http://www.pacer.gov/) includes access to all public pleadings and orders in MDL 2179, 
including any pleadings or orders that are filed.  Information is also available on the settlement 
website (http://www.deepwaterhorizonsettlements.com).  If you have any questions, please 
contact Richard C. Godfrey, P.C. (richard.godfrey@kirkland.com), with a cc to Joel A. Blanchet 
(joel.blanchet@kirkland.com) and Sandra L. Musumeci (sandra.musumeci@kirkland.com). 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

In Re:  Oil Spill by the Oil Rig “Deepwater 
Horizon” in the Gulf of Mexico, on 
April 20, 2010 

 

*
*
*
*
*
*
* 
*
*
* 

MDL NO. 2179 
 
SECTION: J 
 
 
HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 

Plaisance, et al., individually  
and on behalf of the Medical 
Benefits Settlement Class, 

 

  Plaintiffs, 

v. 

BP Exploration & Production Inc., et al.,  
 
  Defendants. 
 

*
*
*
*
*
*
* 
* 
* 
*
* 
* 
* 
*
* 

NO. 12-CV-968 
 
SECTION: J 
 
 
HONORABLE CARL J. BARBIER 
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE SHUSHAN 
 
 

 
DECLARATION OF MATTHEW GARRETSON  

 
I, Matthew Garretson, am over twenty-one years of age and of sound mind and body.  

This declaration is based on my personal knowledge.   

1. I am the Founding Partner and Chief Executive Officer at Garretson Resolution Group 

(“GRG”), the court appointed Claims Administrator for the Medical Benefits Class 

Action Settlement. 

2. Pursuant to Section XXI.B of the Medical Benefits Class Action Settlement Agreement, 

as amended (“Medical Settlement Agreement”) and Paragraph 1 of this Court’s May 10, 

2012 Order (Rec. Doc. 6505), BP provided GRG with certain databases, data files, data 
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collections, and other documentary evidence in its possession, custody, or control.  The 

databases provided by BP include: 

a. The “Medical Encounters” database, which is in Excel format and 
contains information concerning Clean-Up Workers who visited medic 
stations funded by BP and made available to Clean-Up Workers; 

b. The underlying documentation and records from which the “Medical 
Encounters” database was created, which files exist in both pdf format 
and paper copies; 

c. The database identifying “Badged Workers,” which is derived from 
the “Incident Action Plan” database, is in Excel format, and contains 
information concerning those individuals who received a badge that 
allowed them access to areas where Response Activities were taking 
place; 

d. The “Training” database, which is in Excel format and contains 
information concerning individuals who received training provided by 
BP and or/its contractors that was required in order to allow those 
individuals to be hired as Clean-Up Workers; 

e. Those portions of the “Traction” database, which is in Excel format, 
that contain information about injuries and illnesses reported by Clean-
Up Workers during the performance of Response Activities; 

f. The underlying documentation and records from which those portions 
of the “Traction” database were created, which documentation and 
records exist in both pdf format and paper copies; 

g. The “Injury and Illness” database, which is in Excel format and 
contains information about injuries and illnesses reported by Clean-Up 
Workers during Response Activities; 

h. The underlying documentation and records from which those portions 
of the “Injury and Illness” database were created, which 
documentation and records exist in pdf format and paper copies; 

i. Documentation and records, including invoices, containing the identity 
of organizations that participated in the recovery, transport, and 
decontamination of wildlife during Response Activities; 

j. Documentation and records identifying contractors retained by BP to 
perform Response Activities and individuals who performed Response 
Activities, including “Industrial Hygiene Monitoring” spreadsheets 
and “Time History Reports” for those who were being monitored; 
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k. Documentation and records, including invoices, from ambulance 
companies; and 

l. “Persons on Board” lists for vessels that were engaged in Response 
Activities. 

3. Upon receipt of this data, GRG created a searchable electronic repository that contains 

more than 70,000 documents provided by BP to assist in verification of class member 

status and to respond to Data Disclosure requests from Class Members.  

4. GRG also implemented a mapping tool for determination whether addresses provided by 

a purported Class Member are in Zone A or Zone B, as defined in Sections II.XXXX. and 

II.ZZZZ of the Medical Settlement Agreement, described in Exhibit 9, and depicted in 

Exhibits 10 and 11 to the Medical Settlement Agreement. 

5. I directed a member of GRG’s staff, under my supervision, to search the electronic 

repository of BP databases for certain individuals who objected to the Medical Settlement 

Agreement to determine whether those individuals are identified in the databases 

provided by BP.  As set forth in Section XXI.D of the Medical Settlement Agreement, an 

individual’s inclusion on certain databases can be used to establish his or her status as a 

Clean-Up Worker, as defined in Section I.Q of the Medical Settlement Agreement.   

6. I directed a member of GRG’s staff, under my supervision, to use the mapping tool to 

search for the Zone status of the addresses identified in the objections.  For those 

objectors represented by counsel, I directed a member of GRG’s staff, under my 

supervision, to use the mapping tool to search for the Zone status of the addresses for the 

individuals that were provided by the objectors and, where applicable, their counsel. 

7. Pursuant to Paragraph 29 of the Court’s Order Preliminary Approving the Medical 

Settlement Agreement (Rec. Doc. 6419) and Section XI.E of the Medical Settlement 

Agreement, individuals who wish to opt-out of the Medical Benefits Class Action 
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Settlement were directed to submit requests to opt-out to GRG.  As of Friday, October 

19, 2012, GRG has received requests to opt-out from 153 individuals.  I directed a 

member of GRG’s staff, under my supervision, to review all 153 opt-outs to determine 

whether any of the objectors to the Medical Settlement Agreement submitted an opt-out 

request.   

8. As set forth in Exhibit A to this Declaration, the information and documentation provided 

by the objectors and, where applicable, their counsel do not establish class membership 

for any of the objectors listed on Exhibit A. 

9. I directed a member of GRG’s staff, under my supervision, to review the Proof of Claim 

Forms that have been received by GRG.  The information and documentation provided 

by the objectors and, where applicable, their counsel establish that: (a) Four objectors 

have submitted Proof of Claim Forms to GRG; and (b) at least thirty Proof of Claim 

Forms have been submitted by law firms who have also filed objections to the Medical 

Settlement Agreement, of which at least twenty-six have been submitted by Nexsen 

Pruet, LLC and/or Douglas M. Schmidt, APLC, and at least four have been submitted by 

Lindsay & Andrews, P.A.  

 
___________________________________ 
                                  
Matthew Garretson 
Garretson Resolution Group, Inc. 
 
Executed on October 22, 2012 
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EXHIBIT A 

Objector Name Attorney Record Number in 
Docket 10-7777 

Reason(s) Objector Appears Not to be a 
Class Member 

Boggs, Charles 
Archibald 

Boggs, Loehn & 
Rodrigue 

Rec. Doc. 41 Opt Out (signed Aug. 14, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone B; no proof he is a Clean-
Up Worker 

Bartlette, Ilease Pro se Rec. Doc. 51 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Salgado, Enrique The Sterbcow 
Law Group, LLC 

Rec. Doc. 92 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

McCaffery, Linda Mary Frank J. D’Amico, 
Jr. APLC 

Rec. Doc. 158 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Elrod, Jared Shane Becnel Law Firm, 
LLC 

Rec. Doc. 180 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; provided multiple addresses, of 
which none was in Zone B and the two 
addresses that were in Zone A only 
document stays less than 2 weeks; no 
proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Llewallen, Kevin Scott Pro Se Rec Doc. 182 Provided multiple addresses in objection, 
of which none were in Zone B and only one 
in Zone A, but that was only during Nov. 
2011 - Jan. 2012; no address provided in 
Zone B; no proof he is a Clean-Up Worker  

Norwood, Margaret Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 185 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Taylor, Mary S. Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 185 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Aguinaga, Stephane Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 15, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Aguinaga, Steven Ray Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 15, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Baird, Bryan Joshua Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Boatright, Michael E. Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Boyles, Patricia Diane Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 30, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Sep. 6, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
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address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Danos, Janice Marie Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 12, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Danos, Jorey Tristan Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 22, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 31, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

Danos, Richard Thomas Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 24, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Hatcher, Danny Veryle Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 23, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 31, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

Hill, Robyn Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof she is was a Clean-Up Worker 

Howell, Frank Morris Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 24, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 31, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

Kolian, Stephan Richard Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 11, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Landrieu, David Joseph Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 27, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Landrieu, Kimberly Ann 
Flair 

Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 10, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Maneen, Rachel Renee Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 27, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 31, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B; no proof she is a 
Clean-Up Worker 

Martin, Chris Albert Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signature date cannot be read on 
opt-out; received by Smith Stag on Aug. 15, 
2012); no address provided in Zone B; no 
proof that he is a Clean-Up Worker; 
address provided in Zone A but not 
asserting a Specified Physical Condition 

Martin, Jennifer Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 10, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Oct. 15, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
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address provided in Zone B; no proof she is 
a Clean-Up Worker; address provided in 
Zone A but not asserting a Specified 
Physical Condition 

Morgan, James L. Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 24, 2012; fax 
transmittal dated Aug. 25, 2012); no 
address provided in Zone A or B 

Richoux, Denise 
Malcombe 

Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 24, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone B; no proof she is a Clean-
Up Worker 

Rye, Patricia Maria Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 23, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Schexnayder, Gary Lane Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Oct. 10, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

S., K. Ju.  Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 23, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

S., K. Jo.  Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 23, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B; no proof 
she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Shearon, Jr., Ronald 
Franklin 

Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 23, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 24, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

Tickell, Rebecca Harrell Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Turner, Gregory Scott Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 27, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B 

Vaughan, Jeff R. Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 25, 2012; received by 
Smith Stag on Aug. 31, 2012); no address 
provided in Zone A or B; no proof he is a 
Clean-Up Worker 

Vaughan, Rochelle Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Walker, Allen Eugene Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Opt Out (signed Aug. 10, 2012); claims in 
objection not to be a class member; no 
address provided in Zone A or B;   

Walker, Roxanne A. Smith Stag, L.L.C. Rec. Doc. 202 Claims in objection not to be a class 
member; no address provided in Zone A or 
B; no proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Canipe, Matthew 
Judson 

Pro se Rec. Doc. 203 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 
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McLane, Timothy 
Patrick 

Pro se Rec. Doc. 205 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof he is a Clean-Up Worker 

Lucas, Deborah Pro se Rec. Doc. 236 No address provided in Zone A or B; no 
proof she is a Clean-Up Worker 

Adams, Barbara L. Pro se Rec Doc. 243 Opt-Out (postmarked Aug. 14, 2012); no 
address provided in Zone A or B 
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